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Overview of Minnesota Reading Performance 
 

Demographics Proficiency 

Early Learning 

Total Age 0-5 
Children:  

419,710 

Licensed Birth-Age 5 
Staff: 

4,330 

 

[Minnesota does not currently collect statewide data that can easily summarize 
early learners’ language, literacy, and communication development.] 

K-12 Education 

Total K-12 Students: 

862,971 

Licensed Staff: 

72,535 

Teacher Full-Time 
Equivalent: 

57,262 

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 

 

Approximately 4 in 10 Grade 4 and 8 students scored proficient or advanced (39%/40%). 

 

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (MCA) in Reading 

 

Approximately 6 in 10 tested students in grades 3 through 8 and grade 10 score at 
the proficient or exceeds level (59%). 
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Demographics Proficiency 

Post-Secondary 

Earned a HS Diploma 
in 2017: 

58,374 

Enrolled in any higher 
education institution 
within 16 months: 

41,447 
 

College Persistence 

 

1 in 5 college students do not persist into their second year. 

 

Developmental Course Taking 

 

Approximately 1 in 5 students take remedial coursework in their first two years (19%). 

85% of developmental coursework is taken at Minnesota public 2-year institutions. 

Adult Basic 
Education 

Adults enrolled in 
Adult Basic Education 
(ABE) programming:  

61,822 

Minnesota ABE 
learners studying in 
English as a Second 
Language (ESL):  

47% 

Minnesota ABE 
learners age 25 or 
older:  

78% 

 

 

Reading below 
3rd grade

42%

Reading 
between 4th-

8th grade
42%

Reading at 9th 
grade or higher

16%

Adult Basic Education Reading Proficiencies
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Overview of K-12 Student Performance Gaps on Statewide Reading Tests 

The following table shows that from 2014-18 nearly all racial/ethnic student groups (except Native 
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander) have shown a trend of marginal growth in proficiency. 

 

The following table shows that from 2014-18 there has been stagnant or reduced rates of student proficiency 
within the represented student groups. 
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Summary of Current State Literacy Efforts: 

We want to acknowledge upfront that the literacy specialists presenting today represent the work of many 
divisions and programs at the department that impact literacy. Some of those divisions or programs include: 

 
• Adult Basic Education 
• Career and College Success 
• Dyslexia 
• Early Learning 
• Federal Title Programs, including 

o English Language Development 
o Migrant and Homeless Youth 

Programs 

• School Support, including Regional Centers 
of Excellence 

• Special Education 
• State Library Services 
• Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy 
• Statewide Testing

Problems & Possible Causes Current MDE Efforts 

Dyslexia 

Problem: Systems are not meeting the needs of 
all learners with characteristics or a diagnosis of 
Dyslexia. 

Causes: 

• Not all educators know what dyslexia is 
or its defining characteristics. 

• Not all educators utilize best practices 
in the teaching of foundational reading 
skills. 

• Many educational systems do not have 
adequate structures in place to support 
the professional learning of educators 
(training and coaching). 

 
 
The state dyslexia team is working on the following: 
• Publication of a list of dyslexia screeners. 
• Guidance for diagnostic / secondary screening. 
• Decisional guidance for using data to inform 

instructional and interventional decisions. 
• Sample scripts for holding dyslexia conversations 

with parents and students. 
• Developing an infrastructure for communicating 

with districts about dyslexia. 
• Exploration of the Language Essentials for Teachers 

of Reading and Spelling (LETRS) professional 
development program as an option for increasing 
teacher knowledge and competence with effective 
instructional practices. 
 

High-quality Training and Supports 

Problem: Organizations and educators struggle 
to find and navigate the many requirements 
and technical assistance resources. 

 
A couple efforts to highlight: 
• Statewide testing is developing revised, teacher-

friendly resources to support understanding and 
use of statewide assessments and data. 

• School Support, Equity and Innovation, and Early 
Learning provide a wide variety of training 
opportunities and differentiated technical 
assistance to Minnesota schools. 
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Problems & Possible Causes Current MDE Efforts 

Improving Core Instruction 

Problem: Core instruction is not meeting the 
needs of enough students. 

Note: Most professionals agree that effective 
core instruction should meet the needs of at 
least 80% of learners without the need for 
additional supports. This is because systems do 
not have the resources to “intervene their way 
out of ineffective core instruction.” 

Causes of persistent, inadequate core 
instruction: 

• Many systems do not have adequate 
resources and/or structures in place to 
support the professional learning of 
educators (training and coaching). 

• Most systems self-report that they 
have not fully implemented the ELA 
standards, and data indicates that not 
all classrooms reflect shifts required in 
the latest standards. 

• Student groups experience core 
instruction differently. Many systems 
have not: 

o Adequately disrupted 
programs, policies, and 
procedures that perpetuate 
inequity. 

o Ensured culturally sustaining 
curriculum and instructional 
practices. 

• In recent years, Minnesota has had a 
singular focus on intervention. 

o Reading Corps 
o Singing-based reading program 

pilot 
o Exclusive focus on Minnesota’s 

reading intervention law 
(120B.12) 

The Division of Academic Standards and Instructional 
Effectiveness is currently working with agency partners on 
the following: 

• Development of the Minnesota Standards Portal, a 
website providing guidance and resources to 
support the implementation of Minnesota’s 
academic standards. The Portal will help districts 
and charter schools to develop: 

o Support Structures: 

 Leadership Teams 
 Multi-tiered System of Supports (MTSS) for 

academics 
 Data System 
 Professional Learning System  
 Continuous Improvement Processes 

o A Standards-based Education System: 

 Implementation of evidence-based 
practices 

 Development of standards-based 
curriculum and assessment 

• Execution of the cross-agency B-12 Striving Readers 
Comprehensive Literacy grant, designed to: 

o Implement evidence-based practices to fidelity 
within core instruction 

o Develop and support a professional learning 
system that includes job-embedded supports 
from literacy coaches 

o Install or expand summer school programming 
for struggling readers 

• Professional learning and collaboration focused on 
culturally sustaining pedagogy and equity 

• An Optional Local Literacy Plan template and 
instructions intended to integrate Read Well 
intervention efforts and World’s Best Work Force 
efforts to improve all curriculum and instruction. 

• The department is conducting preparations for 
upcoming revision processes: 

o ELA Standards Review (2019-20)  
o Teacher Standards for ELA and Reading Review 

(2020-21)  
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